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DROP BY DROP

Will thea manage to
overcome the pitfalls 
of her world?
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MEOooW

Bjørgen!! ! Please,

you have to swim!! ! !  Bjørgen!! !
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GASP

MEOOOW

Please 
don’t die . 
Nooooo!
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Another  n i ghtmare . . .
Damn . . .

I ’m drowning…

uhhh
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Poor Bjørgen, 	
thankfully you are 
alive, If this 
keeps up you’ll 
have to learn 
how to swim...
In my dreams at 
leastticK

TICK

TOCK

TOCK
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Why can’t 
they think 

ahead 
a bit?

Hugo, the garden is 
a mess. We have to 
sort it out.

I’ve told you a thousand times: 
We should  pave it over, That 
way  we won’t have to waste 
time mowing the lawn.
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Damn it, damn it, damn it!

Bjørgen, wake up!
I ’m leaving! uurghhaum...

They pave everything over 
and then complain 
when it floods.
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Good morning Herman!

Damn it!! Damn these tomatoes! 
Everything has dried out again!
And watering them costs 
an arm and a leg!

krisp
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Here comes 
the bus. 
You go back
home to sleep. 
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Here comes 
the bus. 
You go back
home to sleep. 

Thea, would you wake up!?!?
I ’m talking about l iterature and 
you have got your head in the 
clouds. Tonight, we will see
what your parents have to say!

zapp
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zzzzic

Professor, maybe 
we picked the 
wrong school...
she wanted to 
study art...

Madam, your daughter 
has started the school 
year very poorly.

Indeed, when she is not 
dozing, She is doodling…

I wonder if Bjørgen 
is still sleeping…

Gravel... and then 
one layer of sand... 
and soil. Would 
two- three cubic 
meters be enough?

Parent-teacher day. 
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Thea, the teachers are not happy...
they said you are not focused, and 
that you are always sleepy... 
What’s wrong?

You know, I used to think about boys 
too when I was your age…It’s normal...  
Are you in love? What is on your mind?

Huh?

Nothing Mum

Mum, I just think
you should not pave 
the backyard.
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Nightmares every night. 

What can be done to 
prevent this?

I am afraid of drowning.

I am worried about the future.

gluB

gluB

gluB

gluB

gluB

gluB
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Why don’t they see it?
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A huge front of 
thunderstorms with medium to severe rainfall is on its way. Local authorities have already begun to prepare: flooding  is expected in 

the low alpine region.

At last, after
weeks of drought,
There will be some rain. 
Let’s check the forecast.

Thea hurry up or you’ll be late.
But, are you ok? Did you get any 
sleep? Your eyes are all puffy…
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I wanted to do  
something, but in 
the end my stupid 

drawings are useless.
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Swoshhhhh
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HEYHEY! Why are you crying? 	
don’t you think that it’s 
raining enough alreadY?

Ehh… Hi, my name is Ole.
I think you dropped this 
at the bus stop.
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You seem like a tough girl to me.

Do you really want to know 
about me? My name is Thea, 

I have a narcoleptic cat that 
hates water, I’m antlophobic*,

I have nightmares, I don’t 
get along with my parents, 
I’m struggling at school, no 
one notices that I exist and 
I’m on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown. Is that enough?

If you say so…

Maybe I’m wrong…
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So... I think the most serious issue 
is your cat’s narcolepsy. 
Anyway, you have to explain to 
me what all of these things you 
have drawn in your album mean.

 You are the first person to 
ever ask me that.
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This is my garden, 

or rather, what it could be 

if my parents don’t pave 

over it. 

With a little digging we could build a flowerbed 
and fill it with a  sandy well-draining soil mix to 
plant some evergreen hedges and other ornamen-
tal plants.

But why would you put the sand underneath the 
garden to make it sag in the middle??? I have 
never heard of anything like that before…

This is the cross-section. It shows you what you would see if 
you could cut it in half with a knife. See how the garden has a 
concave profile?
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It is very simple. When it rains a lot, the garden collects 
the water and lets it drain into the subsoil, instead of 
forcing it to run off onto the road and cause floods, 
which is what is happening more and more. 

Wow! How did you come 
up with these ideas?

I don’t know... maybe my fears and 
nightmares make me see things that 
others cannot…

And what is this?
A giant can?

w o w !

No, not a can! A rainwater tank: it collects 
rainwater for watering the garden. I des igned it 
for Mr. Herman, my neighbour. He can use it to 
save the water coming down his gutters to use 
when it doesn’t rain. 
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I recognize this: 
It’s our bus stop. 
Right?

Yes! Here, I noticed 
that the paved area is 

too big And it is not 

all used as A parking. 

So I thought that 
it could be partially 

transformed into 
a rain garden.

That’s how they are called. 
It is the same as what I drew 
for my house but with layers 
of gravel to collect more 
water. A rain garden spreads 
the water through the subsoil 
after heavy rain.

Huh?
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No. I haven’t had 
the courage...

These are good, Thea. You 
are really talented. Have 
you ever shown these plans 
to anyone who might be 
interested?

Hmmm .... 
Maybe I have 
an idea. 

Dear Mayor 

& City Council 

MR. Herman MR. H
UGO
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CITY OF
SANARAM

 let’s hope it will 
be of any use.
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TICK

TICK

TICK

TICK

TICK

TOCK

TOCK

TOCK

TOCK

TOCK



28

Eight o’clock news. The renovation 
works in Oldemor Square have 
just begun. At the launch of the 
project, the Mayor explained: 
“Everything started thanks to 
an anonymous suggestion sent 
to the Town Hall . We would 
l ike to know the identity of 
the person who proposed these 
excellent solutions.

Thea, did you hear

the news?

 u did it!
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OLE, you should see how 
lovely the garden is!

Let’s meet at Praminor.
I’ll tell you everything!

Two months later. . .

Mum, I ’m going out! I am taking Bjørgen!

Ok, don’t be late!
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MYAWN
MEOOOW

Hi, Thea! Tell your mom to come and 
get a couple of tomatoes.

GOOD MORNING HERMAN!

TAP
 TA

P 
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Who would have thought?
A few months ago, all of 
this was just a few drawings 
and nightmares.

TWEET

TWEET

TWEET

TWEET
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MYAWN

I feel like I have won something. 

Even though I didn’t 
do anything at all! 

Actually, it was because of you: I had stopped believing in my ideas.

I think that this is just the beginning. 
People are talking about you….

ANNA 
Thea you have done something 
amazing, the 5B is with you!

IGOR  
SUPER Thea! My grandfather 
followed your idea, and you 
made him happy!

LORY 
Woooo, now that you’re 
famous, don’t forget about 
your friends!

GIU
Bravo Thea!

ANTO
Nice work!
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Z Z Z Z Z
Z Z Z Z

Each of us can make bigthings with small gestures. It is up to us, we must set an example. It sounds crazy but it is like that.
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My role today,
is to tell you about 
an experimental 
project which was 
born five years ago 
at Sanaram, my 
hometown.

Good morning ladies 

and gentlemen, 

my name is Thea 

Rossi, I am honoured 

to be here.

I’ll show you how the big problems
caused by climate change
have been mitigated through micro
interventions, mostly carried OUT
by the citizens themselves.
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THEA ROSSI

ARCHITECT

Let’s get started.
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MORE ABOUT THEA
Thea Rossi, after a difficult adolescence spent feeling out of place at high school, found 
her feet and her passion studying architecture. Nevertheless, her time at high school 
would prove useful, if only for having met Ole, who would become a close friend for life.

Her creative and technical contribution would be crucial in many projects financed by 
the European Union, aimed at redefining urban spaces according to innovative criteria 
and adaptive to the changes imposed by the climate. Thea’s story will inspire many 
young people.

Backstage Making off 
& CURIOSITIES

CITY OF
SANARAM

BJøRGEN Thea’s cat is a 
“Norwegian Forest cat”; cats of this 
breed are famous because they 
are not afraid of water. Bjørgen is 
not like the others though. He has 
another problem: he suffers from 

Sanaram The 
fictional town where 
Thea lives was named 
after Santorso and 
Marano Vicentino, the 
municipalities where 
the LIFE BEWARE project 
was born.

OLDEMOR There is a 
square in the town of 
Santorso called Piazza 
Aldo Moro. In Norwegian, 
Oldemor means Great 
Grandmother. More than 
ever, the respect for our 
“old mother earth”, our 
home, is a value to hold 
high.

* ANTLOPHOBIA 
(pag. 20)
Fear of floods.

narcolepsy, which is the tendency 
to frequently fall asleep and sleep 
much more than normal. Is Bjørgen’s  
condition  perhaps a way to establish 
a bond with his owner?
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WHAT DOES LIFE BEWARE DO? 
The objective of the project is to implement 
a strategy for flood risk and climate change 
adaptation in urban and rural areas, through the 
active involvement of local communities, still 
unprepared to deal with these phenomena.
To improve the hydraulic safety of the territory, 
LIFE BEWARE activates a participatory process 
which involves professionals, farmers and citizens 
together with institutions – as municipalities and 
schools – that play a relevant role in adopting good 
practices which benefit the entire community.

WHY LIFE BEWARE**?
(**Better Water Management for Advancing Resilient 
Communities in Europe).
In many countries rainfall, floods, and landslides have 
become increasingly common. These meteorological 
phenomena are more extreme in urban and rural 
areas, where the reduction of vegetation contributes 
to the increasing temperatures. This situation is 

compounded by excessive paving and the increasing 
consumption of soil, compromising the effectiveness 
of the natural system of water infiltration. These are 
just a few of the consequences of a phenomenon 
that is now in the public eye: climate change. The 
LIFE BEWARE project is committed to action by 
spreading best practices, starting from the territory 
of Altovicentino.

WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO?
Through the active participation of citizens, 
shared actions can be identified that improve 
the safety and liveability of the territory. Another 
fundamental issue is  staying informed because 
knowledge allows us to avoid repeating past 
mistakes in territorial planning. This knowledge 
can be passed on, so that best practices in the 
management of natural resources spread.

Climate change will cause rare but heavy rains and long periods of drought. Experts have long been sounding the alarm: we have to prepare, we have to act.
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RAINWATER TANKS
Rainwater tanks are cisterns that collect rainwater 
from roofs and impermeable surfaces. Rainwater 
is then used as non-potable water for irrigation, 
fire fighting, toilet cisterns, washing machine, 
etc. At their simplest, they consist of a barrel that 
collects rainwater from a drain-pipe for future use 
in irrigating gardens and vegetable patches

GREEN ROOFS
Green roofs living vegetation installations applied 
on flat or sloping roofs of buildings or other 
infrastructures (roofs, garages, shelters). They 
are composed of a multilayer structure in which 
each layer has a specific function. Intensive green 
roofs, which people can access as if they were 
conventional gardens, are distinct from extensive 
green roofs, which are inaccessible and covered in 
small plants.

RAIN GARDENS
Rain gardens are flower beds, small parts of 
larger gardens, that replicate the slowdown, 
accumulation, purification, and infiltration of 
rainwater that occurs naturally in the soil. To the 
untrained eye, they look like any normal flower 
bed but beneath the surface, they are designed 
to manage rainwater runoff from impermeable 
surfaces (roofs, car parks, asphalt square, etc.).

PERVIOUS PAVEMENT
It is a specific type of pavement created using hollow 
bricks with high porosity or laid down in such a way to 
facilitate the infiltration of rainwater into the subsoil. 
Furthermore, these systems filter out a portion  of the 
polluting substances draining into the soil.

EXAMPLES OF POSSIBLE MEASURES
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WHY THIS COMIC-BOOK? 

CONCRETE ACTIONS 
There are many opportunities for action and ideas that 
will help expand the possibilities for improvement. 
LIFE BEWARE is committed to improving water safety 
and good water management in urban and rural 
areas through natural water retention systems. These 
systems facilitate the accumulation and infiltration 
of rainwater, reducing the risk of flooding, and their 
extensive vegetation offer a number of external 
benefits such as phyto-purification, reduction of the 
“heat island” effect, and greater aesthetic value. 
These systems include rain gardens, green roofs, 
permeable pavements, water tanks, and more. A 
widespread distribution of these small interventions 
can help transform urban centres into ’sponge cities’ 
that retain water, reducing the risk of flooding and 
allowing the precious resource of water to be used 
more efficiently.

For further information:
www.lifebeware.eu

info@lifebeware.eu

This comic was designed for you and your future: 
with this publication, we want to encourage 
reflection upon the importance of taking action 
to respond to climate change and minimising its 
impact on the Earth. The fate of this wonderful 
Planet as well as the lives of those who share it with 
us, depend on your actions. Thea represents each 
of us: we can all do a lot for the environment, each 
in his or her own small way, starting from simple 
everyday actions. 
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Comune di 
Santorso

Comune di
Marano Vicentino

www.lifebeware.eu

 Together with Thea 
we can save the Planet. 

Let’s not forget that the sea is 
made of many tiny drops.
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